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Today’s Goals

▪ Brief overview of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the 

Kentucky Ecological Services Field Office (KFO)

▪ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

▪ Ecological Services Branch

▪ Kentucky Field Office

▪ Priority Work Areas

▪ Identify opportunities for collaboration

▪ Technical Assistance

▪ Regulatory Assistance

▪ Funding Opportunities 



Mission Statement:  

Working with others to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the 

continuing benefit of the American people.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service



Southeast Region Vision

Together, 

we will connect lands and waters 

to sustain fish, wildlife and plants 

by being visionary leaders, bold innovators 

and trusted partners, 

working with and for people.



• Endangered Species Act (1973)

• Bald/Golden Eagle Prot. Act (1940)

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act (1918)

• Fish & Wildlife Coord. Act (1965)

• Migratory Birds

• Fisheries

• Wildlife Refuges

• Law Enforcement

• Ecological Services

USFWS Programs:

Major Divisions:Authority:



Kentucky Ecological Services Field Office
https://www.fws.gov/frankfort/

• Listing & Recovery

– Aquatics: Dr. Michael Floyd

• Consultation 

– Jessi Miller, Carrie Allison

• Partners for Fish & Wildlife

– Brent Harrel

https://www.fws.gov/frankfort/


Priority Aquatic Work Areas



Kentucky’s Federally Listed Species (49)*

Bats (4)
Mussels (23)*

Plants (10)
Fishes (9)

Birds (1)

Crustaceans (2)



At Risk Species

• Proposed, Candidate, and Petitioned Species

– https://www.fws.gov/frankfort/pdf/KY_TE_List.pdf

– Proposed Species – none

– Candidate – no aquatics

– Petitioned –

• Fishes: Northern cavefish, Smallscale darter, Popeye shiner 

• Mussels/Snails: Longsolid, Cumberland moccasinshell, Round hickorynut; Tennessee Clubshell, Pink (=Pyramid) 
pigtoe, Shortspire hornsnail, Domed anyclid, Salamander mussel, Kentucky creekshell

• Crustaceans: Spiny scale crayfish

• USFWS National Listing Workplan - https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/listing-workplan.html 

https://www.fws.gov/frankfort/pdf/KY_TE_List.pdf


Cumberland River Drainage 

Palezone Shiner, Notropis albizonatus (E)

Tuxedo darter, 

Etheostoma lemniscatum (E)

Cumberland darter, Etheostoma susanae (E)

Blackside Dace, 

Chrosomus cumberlandensis (T)

Cumberland Arrow Darter, Etheostoma sagitta Buck Darter, Etheostoma nebra

Cumberland bean, Villosa trabilis



Licking River Drainage
Federally Listed Mussels

Freshwater mussel assemblage from the Licking River, Photo by Monte McGregor



Green River Drainage
Federally Listed Species

Fanshell Sheepnose Northern Riffleshell

Pink Mucket Rough Pigtoe Snuffbox



Opportunities for 

Collaboration



Technical Assistance

• Identification of Watersheds with Listed 
and/or At Risk Species

– Information for Planning and Conservation 

(IPaC)

• Species Information (e.g. threats, habitat, etc.)

– Environmental Conservation Online System 

(ECOS)

• Development of Best Management Practices 
to benefit listed & at risk species



IPaC  



IPaC  



IPaC  -



ECOS - https://ecos.fws.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/


Contact a Biologist

• Listing & Recovery

– Aquatics: Dr. Michael Floyd

• Consultation 

– Jessi Miller, Carrie Allison

• Partners for Fish & Wildlife

– Brent Harrel



Regulatory Assistance

• If your project is likely to impact a federally –
listed species, in a positive or negative 
manner, you should reach out to the USFWS –
Kentucky Field Office to ensure compliance 
with the Endangered Species Act.

• Project information can be submitted via 
email to KentuckyES@fws.gov



Visit our Website



Information to Include



Funding Opportunities



Partners for Fish and Wildlife

• Project proposals, are usually developed by 
the PFW biologist 1-2 years in advance.

• These proposals compete for regional funding, 
and focus on benefitting listed and at risk 
species 



Funding Opportunities

• Partners for Fish and Wildlife

– Per project funding cap of $25,000

– Intended to leverage other funding not be sole 

source

– Currently working on aquatic projects in the 

following watersheds

• Licking

• Upper Cumberland

• Green



Funding Opportunities (cont.)

• Discretionary Funding

– Projects need to address priorities 

– Projects need to be “shovel ready”

– Best to have a draft scope of work on the 

shelf

– Identified funding recipient 



Recap

• The work of the Kentucky Ecological Services 
Field Office is largely focused on the 
conservation and recovery of listed and at-risk 
species

• We are available to provide technical and/or 
regulatory assistance on projects that have 
the potential to impact (+/-) these species.

• In limited situations, we may having funding 
available to support projects with direct 
conservation benefits to these species.



QUESTIONS?


