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Statewide KY AWQ Plan                 (1994)

Silviculture Section - includes all forestry activities

• tree planting
• release and thinning
• regeneration
• forest stand improvement
• logging for the purposes of forestry



Statewide BMPs
1: Access Roads, Trails, and Landings
2: Revegetation of Silvicultural Disturbed Areas
3: Streamside Management Zones (SMZ)
4: Sinkholes, Sinking Streams and Caves
5: Fluids and Trash
6: Proper Planting of Tree Seedlings by Machine
7: Fertilization
8: Application of Pesticides
9: Site Preparation for Reforestation
10: Silviculture in Wetland Areas



KY Forest Conservation Act          (1998)

• Requires all commercial logging operations to follow 
appropriate KY AWQA BMPs.  

• Requires all non-animal commercial logging 
operations to have a Master Logger on-site and in-
charge.  (KML – UK/KDF/KFIA)



• KML – legislatively established   UK – KDF - KFIA
• Housed at UK Department of Forestry and Natural Resources

• Coordinator – Kentucky Division of Forestry (Mark Schuster)
• Director – University of Kentucky (Jeff Stringer)

• Started 1992 (voluntary) in 2000 mandated 
• Since inception over 9,000 trained
• Typically 3,000 KML designees,  approximately 2,500 loggers 



KY Forest Conservation Act          (1998)
• Requires all commercial logging operations to follow 

appropriate KY AWQA BMPs.  
• Requires all non-animal commercial logging 

operations to have a Master Logger on-site and in-
charge.  (KML – UK/KDF/KFIA)

• KY Division of Forestry inspects – 5 step – Bad Actor
• Exempts some operations that are:

– covered by other laws (mining)
– change in land use
– non-industrial land were individual owner is conducting the 

operation



KY Forest Conservation Act          (1998)
6 BMPs and 28 minimum requirements

BMP 1: Access Roads, Trails, and Landings
BMP 2: Revegetation of Silvicultural Disturbed Areas
BMP 3: Streamside Management Zones (SMZ)
BMP 4: Sinkholes, Sinking Streams and Caves
BMP 5: Fluids and Trash
BMP 6: Proper Planting of Tree Seedlings by Machine
BMP 7: Fertilization
BMP 8: Application of Pesticides
BMP 9: Site Preparation for Reforestation
BMP 10: Silviculture in Wetland Areas



Administrative Structure
• KY AWQ Authority

– sub-committees – silviculture

• Kentucky Forest Conservation Act
– Governor appointed Forestry BMP Board – 13 members: 

forest industry, farming, woodland owners, UK, KDF
– Board is the silviculture sub-committee of AWQA
– Required to meet and periodically assess BMPs

(1,3,4,5,7,10) 
• Inspection experience
• Research evidence
• Operational experience 

• KDOW regulatory authority - Surface water – Floodplain

• Corps of Engineers, US EPA  – Waters of the US    



Responsibilities

• Landowner has ultimate responsibility to protect the waters of 
the US and the Commonwealth from pollution. 
– Subject to KDOW, USEPA, Corps, USFS (T&E)

• Landowner must ensure the use of appropriate state 
mandated BMPs.
– Subject to the AWQA and the KFCA IF they are determined to be 

directing logging operations 

• Loggers required to implement appropriate BMPs regardless of 
landowner wishes  



Typical Regulatory Response for Forestry Issues

• Industrially caused, wetland issue or major flood plain 
– KDOW, US EPA, Corps

• Private landowner – typically forestry water quality issue
– KDF under KFCA will inspect
– KDOW typically only involved in KFCA fails to address the issues

• Private landowner – T&E (OSRW - with T&E designation)
– USFS, US EPA  

• Private landowner – flood plain violation
– KDOW, Corps



Assistance with Forestry BMP 
Implementation

Landowners
KDF - assistance on Forest Management that 
includes information on water quality

KDF - inspect a landowners or others timber 
harvesting operations for BMP use

KDF – assistance with riparian establishment

Consulting Foresters - provide assistance with 
selling timber and managing timber harvesting 
including use of BMPs

Educational/Training Resources – UK 
Cooperative Extension Service - Forestry 



Assistance with Forestry BMP 
Implementation
Kentucky Master Logger Program 
• Program, event scheduling and events
• BMP guidelines
• Links to resources

– Water Maps (Forestry Viewer)

– Safety Plans – Emergency Route Finder

– Trucking Cost Estimator

• Master Logger Finder
– Contact information

– Bad Actor 



www.masterlogger.org





Access from master logger page 
https://watermaps.ky.gov/forestry.html







Google Kentucky Division of Forestry
https://eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Forestry/Pages/default.aspx

https://eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Forestry/Pages/default.aspx


www.kacf.org





www.ukforestry.org
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