
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 
PARTNERSHIPS FOR WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

DR. AMANDA GUMBERT
EXTENSION SPECIALIST FOR WATER QUALITY



OVERVIEW

• The Land-Grant 
mission/history

• Cooperative Extension 
structure and programs

• Relevant services and 
resources for watershed 
projects

• How to work with 
Extension



THE LAND-GRANT 
UNIVERSITY MISSIONS
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HISTORY OF LAND-GRANTS

▪ Education

▪ 1862 – Morrill Act (established land-grant universities)

▪ 1890 – Second Morrill Act (added black institutions)

▪ 1994 – Equity in Educational Land-Grant Statues Act (added tribal 
colleges)

▪ Research 

▪ 1897 – Hatch Act (added Ag Experiment Stations)

▪ Application/Outreach

▪ 1914 – Smith-Lever Act (created Cooperative Extension Service) 



KENTUCKY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

Mission
The Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves as 
a link between the counties of the Commonwealth and 
the State's land grant universities to help people 
improve their lives through an educational process 
focusing on their issues and needs.

▪ 120 offices

▪ Areas of programming
▪ Ag and Natural Resources

▪ Livestock, crops, forestry, horticulture

▪ Family and Consumer Sciences

▪ 4-H Youth Development
▪ Natural Resources content area, environmental camps

▪ Community and Economic Development

▪ Fine Arts
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STAFF STRUCTURE

▪ County Extension Agents (serve only the assigned county, cover many 
topics)

▪ At least two per county (ANR, FCS)

▪ Additional agents when county funds allow

▪ State staff (serve entire state, focus on one topic)

▪ Extension Specialists

▪ Extension Associates



EXTENSION RESOURCES



SERVICES
▪ Soil Testing

▪ Information to help determine lime and fertilizer needs

▪ Contact local Extension office for sample collection bags, details

▪ Animal Waste Testing

▪ Information to help develop nutrient management plans

▪ Contact local Extension office for sample collection details

▪ Water Testing

▪ Only for irrigation water

▪ Community Development

▪ Facilitation of community planning/development, contentious issues

▪ Contact local Extension office for referral to specialist



FACILITIES

▪ County offices (meeting space)

▪ Ag Experiment Station

▪ Central Kentucky farms

▪ North Farm (Lexington)

▪ C. Oran Little Research Center (Woodford Co.)

▪ Eden Shale Farm (Owen Co.)

▪ Horticulture Research Farm (Lexington)

▪ Robinson Center for Appalachian Resource Sustainability 
(Quicksand) 

▪ Robinson Forest

▪ Wood Utilization Center

▪ Research and Education Center at Princeton

▪ Grain and Forages Center of Excellence



KY AG WATER QUALITY PLAN RESOURCES

https://www.uky.edu/bae/awqp
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http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs.asp
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PUBLICATIONS
ONLINE COURSE

WORKSHOPS

WWW.UKY.EDU/BAE/BACKYARDSTREAMS





WATER PODCAST

https://kyh2o.podbean.com/



HOW TO WORK WITH EXTENSION

▪ Contact county agents early in the process

▪ Maintain open communication with agents

▪ Ask how you can collaborate

▪ Can you integrate your project into an existing program?

▪ Master Gardeners

▪ Master Cattlemen

▪ KY Woodland Owners Short Course

▪ Can you offer a 4-H class?

▪ Can your project help reach a new audience?

▪ Reach out to state specialists

▪ But always make a local contact



LEARN MORE ON THE WEB

▪ Publications 

▪ Search http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs.asp

▪ Videos

▪ UK Watershed Protection and Restoration (YouTube channel)

▪ Ag Water Quality Act producer videos

▪ Stream restoration videos

▪ Podcast

▪ https://kyh2o.podbean.com/
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CONTACT INFO

Amanda Gumbert 
(amanda.gumbert@uky.edu)
UK personal page:

https://anr.ca.uky.edu/person/amanda-
gumbert-phd

Find your local Cooperative 
Extension Service Office:

http://extension.ca.uky.edu/county
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